
LESSON PLAN FOR PARENT OBSERVATION 

CLASSROOM 4-4 TEACHER 
Mr. 

Sommerville 
DATE May 25tth 2011 

Unit Language Arts Subject/Theme Debate – Presenting Arguments and Rebuttals 

Learning 

Objectives 

Use research strategies to develop an argument in support of, or against a debate resolution 

   Use appropriate language and format to conduct an English-language debate 

Grouping Activities Materials 

 
 

Students 
will be 

divided into 
6 groups of 
3 students 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Groups 
will debate 

one of 
three 
topics 

 
 
 
 
 

12 
students 
will judge 

each 
debate 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 I) Whole class review of debate basics and    

   format: 5 minutes 

 

 Each learner will prepare a statement in support     

 of their argument. 

 

 II) Each debate will follow the following format: 

  

 Round 1: Presentation of arguments 

          Affirmative Side: 3 minutes 

          Negative Side: 3 minutes 

 Break: Collaborative preparation of rebuttal 

          1 minute 

 Round 2: Rebuttal and closing statements 

          1 minute 

 Judging: Remaining students will complete 

         judging forms or use Activotes 

          2 minutes 

 

 III) Wrap-up: 5 minutes 

 
 
 

Debate Basics 
Handout 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Debate Format 
Handout 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Debate Language 
Handout 

 
 
 
 
 

Debate Judging 
Forms 

 



 

 
 

NAME:__________________

___ 

 

Debate Basics 

Debate Terms 

 

Resolution:  

The topic about which two teams argue. 

Affirmative Team:  

Agrees with the resolution. 

Negative Team:  

Disagrees with the resolution. 

Rebuttal:  

Explains why one team disagrees with the other. 

 

Giving support for your argument 

Support consistence of evidence, proof that what you are saying 

should be believed. There are four kinds of evidence 

 Examples:  From your own experience or what you have read or heard. 

 Common Sense: The things that you believe everyone knows. 

 Expert Opinions: The opinions of experts you have learnt from doing 

research. 

 Statistics: Using numbers you have found out from research.  

Rebuttal  

 Step 1:  State the argument that you are about to disagree with.   

For example: “They say….” 

 Step 2:  State your opinion. 

For example:  “I disagree and think that….” 

 Step 3: Give a reason as to why you are saying what you are saying. 

For example: “This is because….” 

 Step 4: Sum up the points you have made, provide another option for the 

audience to think about. 

For example: “Therefore we should……” 

 
 



 
 

NAME:__________________

___ 

 

- How the groups will be made: 
o The class will be divided into six equal groups of three students each.  Two groups 

of three will be picked for each topic, one group will be the pro side and one will be 
the con side of the arguments. 

 

- How the debate will run: 
o ROUND ONE:  The first round of the debate will consist of the pro  and con sides 

both making 3 statements (one per student) supporting their side of the issue. 
(There will be a time limit of three minutes)  The opposite team needs to listen to 
the opposing team and take notes on their three statements. 
 

o BREAK:  Each team will have one minute to prepare a response to their opponents 
3 statements.  They must think of a way to disagree with the other teams points in 
a constructive way and give a good reason why they think that the other team is 
wrong. 
 

o ROUND TWO:  In this round, each team will make one final statement on why the 
other team’s position is incorrect and why they think they are right. 

 

o JUDGING:  The winner of each debate will be decided by a jury (the remaining 12 
students in the class). They will listen CAREFULLY TO BOTH SIDES OF THE 
ARGUMENT. After each debate has finished the 12 students will have one minute to 
choose the group which they believe had a more convincing argument by filling in a 
ballot stating the winner and a reason why. After all 3 debates have taken place the 
winner of each debate will be announced.  

 
 
 

 



Debate Language: 
 

Giving examples:  “For example…”, “Let me give an example.” 

Common knowledge:  “If…then…”, “Everyone knows…” 

From research: “The book _____ says…”, “According to…” 

Opinions: “I think…”, “In my opinion…”, “I’m pretty sure that…”, “I strongly believe that…” 

Disagreeing: “I don’t think that…”, “I don’t agree, I think…”, “The problem with your point of view is that…”, 

“Don’t you think it would be better…” 

Explaining: “The reason why is…”, “That’s the reason why…”, “Many people think…” 

Rebuttal: “They say_______. But I disagree because…”, “That may be true, but I think…”, “Therefore…” 

 

Examples from a debate with the topic “Students should not get to make up the school lunch menu” pro 

side of the debate. 

Giving examples:  “If students made up the school lunch menu, they would choose sweet and unhealthy 

foods. For example, they would pick cakes, cookies, and hot dogs.” 

Common knowledge:  “Everyone knows that students don’t always make healthy food choices.” 

From research: “According to MBC news, more students are choosing unhealthier lifestyles these days. 

They spend more time eating junk food and playing computer games than eating healthier food and 

exercising.” 

Opinions: “I’m pretty sure that students would not make responsible and healthy choices for the lunch 

menu.” 

Disagreeing: “Don’t you think it would be better if adults continued to choose the school lunch menus?” 

Explaining: “The reason why students should not choose the lunch menu is that they cannot be 

responsible to pick healthy and tasty food.” 

Rebuttal: “They say that our students are smarter and more responsible than other students. That may be 

true, but I think they would still choose junk food and fast food. The taste might be better, but it would be 

unhealthier for most students.” 



Debate Judging Forms 

 

 

Topic: _______________________________ 

 

Winner: Please circle one winner. 

 

         PRO                  CON 

 

Reason: Why should this group win? 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Topic: _______________________________ 

 

Winner: Please circle one winner. 

 

         PRO                  CON 

 

Reason: Why should this group win? 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Topic: _______________________________ 

 

Winner: Please circle one winner. 

 

         PRO                  CON 

 

Reason: Why should this group win? 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Topic: _______________________________ 

 

Winner: Please circle one winner. 

 

         PRO                  CON 

 

Reason: Why should this group win? 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________ 



Parent Checklist 

 

Thank you so much for coming to observe our class today.  These are a few things that I 

would like you to watch for during the lesson.  Please check YES or NO, and make any 

comments in the box below.  

 

 

My Child’ s Name _____________________________ 

 

          YES  NO 

 

Did my child keep his/her attention on the teacher?   

 

  

 

Did my child listen attentively? 

 

  

 

Did my child participate freely? 

(put hand up, offer answers. etc.) 

 

  

 

Did my child follow the basic class rules? 

 

 

Speaks  in English at all times 

 

  

 

Sits nicely 

 

  

 

Follows directions the first time 

 

  

 

Keeps hands to his/herself. Doesn’ t not bother other students 

 

  

 

Please feel free to add any comments below. Comments in Korean are welcome too! 

하단에 의견이나 제안 있으시면 적어주세요.  한국어로 작성해 주셔도 좋습니다.   

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


